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Conditions Of The Age
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Revelation 2:9,

"l know thy works and thy tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art
rich) and | know the blasphemy of them which say they are
Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan."
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The key to this age is most evidently tribulation. If there
was tribulation in the first age, there is now predicted an
intensified tribulation throughout the second age. There is
no doubt but what the following words of Paul applied to
the mass of Christians wherever they were in the world and
in every age.

Hebrews 10:32-38,

"But call to remembrance the former days, in which, after ye
were illuminated, ye endured a great fight of afflictions;




Partly, whilst ye were made a gazingstock both by reproaches
and afflictions; and partly, whilst ye became companions of
them that were so used.

For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the
spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in
heaven a better and an enduring substance.

Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great
recompence of reward.

For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will
of God, ye might receive the promise.

For yet a little while, and He That shall come will come, and will
not tarry.

Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my
soul shall have no pleasure in him."
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The mere association of kindhearted people with the true
believer might well bring death in return for their kindness.
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Now the Lord God Almighty says, "I KNOW." There He is
walking in the midst of His people. There He is, the Chief
Shepherd of the flock. But does He hold back the
persecution? Does He stem the tribulation? No, He does
not. He simply says, "Il KNOW your tribulation--l am not at
all unmindful of your suffering." What a stumbling block
this is to so many people. Like Israel they wonder if God
really loves them. How can God be just and loving if He
stands by and watches His people suffer?

That is what they asked in Malachi 1:1-3,




"The burden of the Word of the Lord to Israel by Malachi.

| have loved you, saith the Lord. Yet we say, Wherein hast Thou
loved us? Was not Esau Jacob's brother? saith the Lord: yet |
loved Jacob,
And | hated Esau, and laid his mountains and his heritage
waste for the dragons of the wilderness."

You see, they could not figure out God's love. They thought
that love meant no suffering. They thought that love meant a
baby with parental care. But God said that His love was
"elective" love. The proof of His love is ELECTION--that no
matter what happened, His love was proven truly by the
fact they were chosen unto salvation (because God hath
chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and
belief of the truth). He may commit you to death as He did Paul.
He may commit you to suffering as He did Job. That is His
prerogative. He is sovereign. But it is all with a purpose. If He
did not have a purpose, then He would be the author of
frustration and not of peace. His purpose is that after we have
suffered awhile we would be made perfect, be established,
strengthened and settled. As Job said, "He puts strength in
us." (Job 23:6b) You see He, Himself, suffered. He learned
obedience by the things that He suffered. He was actually made
perfect by the things that He suffered.

Hebrews 5:8-9,

"Though He were a Son, yet learned He obedience by the
things which He suffered,;

And being made perfect, He became the author of eternal
salvation unto all them that obey Him."

In plain lanquage, the very character of Jesus was
perfected by suffering. And according to Paul He has left
His church a measure of suffering that they, too, by their
faith in God while suffering for Him, would come to a place
of perfection. Why did He want this?

James 1:2-4,




"My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers
temptations;

Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.
But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect
and entire, wanting nothing."
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Why does He stand by? The reason is in Romans 8:17-18,
"And if children, then heirs, heirs of God, and joint-heirs with
Christ; if so be that we suffer with Him, that we may be also
glorified together.

For | reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not
worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in
us."

Unless we suffer with Him we cannot reign with Him. You
have to suffer to reign. The reason for this is that character
simply is never made without suffering. Character is a
VICTORY, not a gift. A man without character can't reign
because power apart from character is Satanic. But power
with character is fit to rule. And since He wants us to share
even His throne on the same basis that He overcame and is
set down in His Father's throne, then we have to overcome
to sit with Him. And the little temporary suffering we go
through now is not worthy to be compared to the
tremendous glory that will be revealed in us when He
comes. Oh, what treasures are laid up for those who are
willing to enter into His kingdom through much tribulation.
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"Think it not strange concerning the fiery trials that are to try
you."

That is what Peter said. Is it strange that God wants us to
develop a Christ-like character that comes through
suffering? No sir. And we all have trials. We are all tried
and chastened as sons. Not one but goes through that. The
church that is not suffering, and is not being tried, hasn't
got it--it isn't of God.
Heb. 12:6,

"For whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every
son whom He receiveth. But if ye be without chastisement,
whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons."
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Now this special condition in Smyrna must be applied to
every age. There is no age free from it. There is no true
believer free from it. This is of God. This is the will of God.
It is needful. We need the Lord to teach us the truth that we
are to suffer and be Christ-like in doing it. "Love suffereth
long and is kind."

Matthew 5:11-12,

"Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute
you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for My
sake.

Rejoice and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in
heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before
you."
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The cloudy skies and storms of life are no signs of God's
disapproval. Neither are bright skies and still waters signs
of His love and approval. His approval of any of us is only
IN THE BELOVED. His love is elective which He had for us
before the foundation of the world. Does He love us? Ah
ves. But how shall we know? We shall know because He
SAID SO, and manifested that He did love us for He
brought us to Himself and gave us of His Spirit, placing us
as sons. And how shall | prove my love to Him? By
believing what He said, and by conducting myself with joy
amidst the trials that He in His wisdom allows to come to
ass.
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"I know thy poverty (but thou are rich)."

There it is again. See Him walking up and down in the
midst of His Church. Like a father He is looking down upon

His family. He is the Head of His household. He is the
provider. He is the protector. Yet He looks on at their
poverty. Oh, how the untutored believer stumbles at this.
How can God bear to look upon His own in a time of need
and not just stop it all--just give in and lavish everything
material upon them?
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Before we close this section on the messenger of the
Laodicean Age, we must seriously consider these two
thoughts. First, this age will have ONE Prophet-
Messenger. Revelation 10:7, says, "When he (singular) shall
begin to sound." There has never been an age where God
gave His people two major prophets at one time. He gave
Enoch (alone);: He gave Noah (alone);: He gave Moses (he
alone had the Word though others prophesied); John the
Baptist came ALONE. Now in this last day there is to be a
PROPHET (not a prophetess--though in this age there are
more women purporting to give God's revelation than
men), and the infallible Word says that he (the prophet) will
reveal the mysteries to the end time people, and turn the
hearts of the children back to the fathers.

There are those who say that God's people are going to
come together through a collective revelation. | challenge
that statement. It is a bald, invalid assumption in the face of
Revelation 10:7. Now | do not deny that people will
prophesy in this last age and their ministries can and will
be correct. | do not deny that there will be prophets even as
in the days of Paul when there was "one Agabus a prophet
who prophesied of a famine". | agree that is so. BUT |
DENY UPON THE INFALLIBLE EVIDENCE OF THE WORD
THAT THERE IS MORE THAN ONE MAJOR PROPHET-
MESSENGER WHO WILL REVEAL THE MYSTERIES AS
CONTAINED IN THE WORD, AND WHO HAS THE MINISTRY
TO TURN THE HEARTS OF THE CHILDREN TO THE
FATHERS. "Thus saith the Lord" by His unfailing Word
stands, and shall stand and be vindicated. There is one
prophet-messenger to this age.

On the basis of human behavior alone, anyone knows that
where there are many people there is even divided opinion
on lesser points of a major doctrine which they all hold
together. Who then will have the power of infallibility which




IS to be restored in this last age, for this last age is going to
go back to manifesting the Pure Word Bride? That means
we will have the Word once again as it was perfectly given,
and perfectly understood in the days of Paul. | will tell you
who will have it. It will be a prophet as thoroughly
vindicated, or even more thoroughly vindicated than was
any prophet in all the ages from Enoch to this day, because
this man will of necessity have the capstone prophetic
ministry, and God will shew him forth. He won't need to
speak for himself, God will speak for him by the voice of
the sign. Amen.
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The second thought that must be impressed on our hearts
IS that the seven church ages started out with the antichrist
spirit as well as the Holy Spirit Who is to be blessed
forever.
| John 4:1,

"Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether
they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into
the world."

Did you notice it? The antichrist spirit is identified with
false prophets. The ages came in with false prophets and
they will go out with false prophets. Now of course there is
going to be a REAL FALSE PROPHET in the grand sense of
that man mentioned in the Revelation. But as of now before
his revelation there are to appear many false prophets.
Matthew 24:23-26,

“Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or
there; believe it not.




For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall
shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were
possible, they shall deceive the very elect.

Behold, | have told you before.

Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, He is in the
desert; go not forth: behold, He is in the secret chambers;
believe it not."

These false prophets are earmarked for us in various other
Scriptures such as the following.

Il Peter 2:1-2,

"But there were false prophets also among the people, even as
there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring
in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord That bought them
and bring upon themselves swift destruction.

And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom
the way of truth shall be evil spoken of."

Il Timothy 4:3-4,

"For the time will come when they will not endure sound
doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves
teachers, having itching ears;

And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be
turned unto fables."

| Timothy 4:1,

"Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall
depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of
devils."

Now in every case you will notice that a false prophet is
one who is outside the Word. Just as we showed you that
‘antichrist' means 'anti-Word' so these false prophets come
perverting the Word, giving it a meaning that fits their own
devilish ends. Have you ever noticed how the people who
lead others astray bind them closely to themselves by
fear? They say that if the people don't do what they say, or
if they leave, then destruction will follow. They are false




prophets, for a true prophet will always lead one to the
Word and bind the people to Jesus Christ and he won't tell
the people to fear him or what he says, but to fear what the
Word says. Notice how these people like Judas are out for
money. They get you to sell all you have and give it to them
and their schemes. They spend more time on offerings
than the Word. Those who attempt to operate gifts will
make use of a qift which has a margin of error in it and then
ask for money, and neglect the Word and call it of God.
And people will go to them, and bear with them, and
support them, and believe them, not knowing it is the way
of death.

Yes, the land is full of carnal impersonators. In that last day
they will try to imitate that prophet-messenger. The seven
sons of Sceva tried to imitate Paul. Simon the sorcerer
tried to imitate Peter. Their impersonations will be carnal.
They won't be able to produce what the true prophet
produces. When he says the revival is over they will go
around claiming a great revelation that what the people
have is exactly right and God is going to do bigger and
more wonderful things amonqst the people. And the people
will fall for it. These same false prophets will claim that the
messenger of the last day is not a theologian, so he ought
not to be heard. They won't be able to produce what the
messenger can; they won't be vindicated by God as that
last day prophet is, but with their great swelling words and
with the weight of their world-wide notoriety they will warn
the people not to hear that man (messenger) and they will
say he teaches wrong. They are running exactly true to
their fathers, the Pharisees, who were of the devil, for they
claimed that both John and Jesus taught error.
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Now why do these false prophets come against the true prophet
and discredit his teaching? Because they are running true to
form as did their forefathers when in the days of Ahab they
withstood Micaiah. There were four hundred of them and all of
them were in agreement; and by them all saying the same
thing, they fooled the people. But ONE prophet--just one--was
right and all the rest wrong because God had committed the
revelation to ONLY ONE.

Beware of false prophets, for they are ravening wolves.
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If you are still in any doubt about this ask God by His Spirit to fill
you and lead you, FOR THE VERY ELECT CAN'T BE
FOOLED. Did you get that? There isn't any man can fool you.
Paul could not fool any elect, had he been wronqg. And in that
first Ephesian Age the elect there could not be fooled for they
tried the false apostles and prophets and found them to be liars
and put them out. Hallelujah. HIS sheep hear His voice and
they follow HIM. Amen. | believe it.




