Fellowshipping With God pt6
Buy Of Me Gold

Character: the way someone thinks, feels, and behaves
LAODICEAN.CHURCH.AGE - CHURCH.AGE.BOOK CPT.9
349-1
Revelation 3:18-19.
"I counsel thee to buy of Me gold tried in the fire that thou mayest be rich; and
white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness
do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.
As many as | love, | rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.”
The counsel of God is terse. It is to the point. He directs this last day church to one
hope. That hope is HIMSELF. He says, "Come to Me and buy." It is evident from this
phrase "buy of Me" that the Laodicean church is not at all dealing with Jesus for the
Spiritual products of the Kingdom of God. Their transactions cannot be Spiritual. They
may think that they are Spiritual, but how can they be? The works in their midst are
definitely not as Paul would say, "God in you willing and doing of His own good
pleasure.” Philippians 2:13. Thus what about all these churches, schools, hospitals,
missionary ventures, etc.? God is not in them as long as they are denominational seed
and spirit, and not the Seed and Spirit of God.
350-1 "Buy of Me, gold tried in the fire, that you may be rich."
Now these people had plenty of gold, but it was the wrong kind. It was that gold that
bought men's lives and destroyed them. It was the gold that warped and twisted
human character, for its love was the root of all evil.
Revelation 18:1-14,
This is exactly the organized churches of the last day, for it says in verse 4, "Come out
of her MY PEOPLE". The rapture has not yet taken place. The bride is not yet gone
when these terrible conditions in this rich, false church exist.
351-1 But, thereis a gold of God. | Peter 1:7.
"That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth."
The gold of God is a Christ-like character produced in the fiery furnace of affliction.
That is the right kind of gold.
351-2 But what kind of gold does the church have today? It has but the worldly gold
that will perish. It is rich. It is complacent. It has made affluence the major criterion of



spirituality. The evidence of God's blessing and the correctness of doctrine, etc. is now
based upon how many rich folks are involved in it.
351-3 "You had better come before it is too late," saith the Lord, "and buy of Me gold
tried in the fire and then you will be truly rich." Are we getting it? Listen to me, "Naked
(physically) we came into the world, but naked (spiritually) we will NOT leave it." Oh
no, we are going to take something with us. What that something is, is ALL we can
take with us, nothing less and nothing more. So we had better be real careful now to
see that we take something that will make us right before God. So, then, what will we
take with us? We will take our CHARACTER, brother, that is what we will take with us.
Now what kind of character will you take with you? Will it be like HIS Whose character
was molded by suffering in the fiery furnace of affliction, or will it be the softness of
this character-less Laodicean people? It is up to each one of us, for in that day every
man will bear his own burden.
351-4 Now, | said that the city of Laodicea was a wealthy city. It minted gold coins
with inscriptions on both sides. Gold coins characterized the age--a flourishing
commerce existed because of it. Today, the two-headed gold coin is with us. We buy
ourselves out and we buy ourselves in. In the church, we attempt to accomplish the
same. We buy ourselves out of sin and buy ourselves into heaven--or so we say. But
God does not say that.
352-1 The church owns such phenomenal wealth, that at any given time she can take
over the entire world system of commerce, and indeed a leader in the World Council of
Churches has openly prophesied that the church in the foreseeable future should,
could, and will do just that. But their golden tower of Babel shall fall. Only the gold
tried in the fire shall endure.
352-2 And that is what the church has constantly done through the ages. She has left
the Word of God and taken her own creeds and dogmas; she has organized and joined
herself to the world. Thus is she naked, and God is judging her lewdness. The only way
she can get out of this dread situation is by obeying the Lord to come back to His Word.
Revelation 18:4,

"Come out of her My people.”
Il Corinthians 6:14-18.

"Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath
righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?
And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an
infidel?



And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the
living God; as God hath said, | will dwell in them, and walk in them; and | will be their
God, and they shall be My people.

Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch
not the unclean thing: and | will receive you.
And | will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be My sons and daughters, saith the Lord
Almighty."

There is a price to pay for those garments, and that is the price of separation.

"And anoint thine eyes with eyesalve that thou mightest see."

He does not say that you have to buy this eyesalve. Oh no. There is no price tag on the
Holy Spirit.

"Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law or the hearing of faith?"

Galatians 3:2.

Without the Baptism of the Holy Ghost, you can never have your eyes opened to a
true Spiritual revelation of the Word. A man without the Spirit is blind to God and His
truth.

352-4 When | think of this eyesalve opening people's eyes, | can't help but recall
when | was a little boy in Kentucky. My brother and | slept in the attic on a straw pallet.
The cracks in the house would let the drafts blow through. Sometimes in the winter it
would get so cold we would wake up in the morning with such colds in our eyes that
our eyes would be shut tight with inflammation. We would cry out to mother, and up
she would come with some hot coon grease and rub our eyes until the hardened
matter was gone, and then we could see.

You know there have been some awful cold drafts blowing on the church in this
generation, and I'm afraid her eyes have sort of frozen shut and she is blind to what
God has for her. She needs some hot oil of the Spirit of God to open her eyes. Unless
she receives the Spirit of God she will go on substituting program for power and creed
for Word. She counts numbers for success, rather than to look for fruit. The doctors of
theology have shut the door to faith and forbade all to enter. They neither go in, nor let
anyone else go in. Their theology comes out of a text book on psychology written by
some unbeliever. There is a text book on psychology, one we all need; it is the Bible. It
is written by God and contains God's psychology. You don't need any doctor to explain
it to you. Receive ye the Holy Spirit and let Him do the explaining. He wrote the Book
and He can tell you what is in it and what it means.
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116-2 Now the Lord God Almighty says, "Il KNOW." There He is walking in the midst of
His people. There He is, the Chief Shepherd of the flock. But does He hold back the
persecution? Does He stem the tribulation? No, He does not. He simply says, "| KNOW
your tribulation-- am not at all unmindful of your suffering." What a stumbling block
this is to so many people. Like Israel they wonder if God really loves them. How can
God be just and loving if He stands by and watches His people suffer?

That is what they asked in Malachi 1:1-3,

"The burden of the Word of the Lord to Israel by Malachi.
| have loved you, saith the Lord. Yet we say, Wherein hast Thou loved us? Was not Esau
Jacob's brother? saith the Lord: yet | loved Jacob,

And | hated Esau, and laid his mountains and his heritage waste for the dragons of the
wilderness."

You see, they could not figure out God's love. They thought that love meant no
suffering. They thought that love meant a baby with parental care. But God said that
His love was "elective" love. The proof of His love is ELECTION--that no matter what
happened, His love was proven truly by the fact they were chosen unto salvation
(because God hath chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and
belief of the truth). He may commit you to death as He did Paul. He may commit you to
suffering as He did Job. That is His prerogative. He is sovereign. But it is all with a
purpose. If He did not have a purpose, then He would be the author of frustration
and not of peace. His purpose is that after we have suffered awhile we would be
made perfect, be established, strengthened and settled. As Job said, "He puts
strength in us." (Job 23:6b) You see He, Himself, suffered. He learned obedience by
the things that He suffered. He was actually made perfect by the things that He
suffered.

Hebrews 5:8-9,

"Though He were a Son, yet learned He obedience by the things which He suffered;
And being made perfect, He became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that
obey Him."

In plain language, the very character of Jesus was perfected by suffering. And
according to Paul He has left His church a measure of suffering that they, too, by their
faith in God while suffering for Him, would come to a place of perfection. Why did He
want this?

James 1:2-4,

"My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;

Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.



But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting
nothing."”

117-1 Why does He stand by? The reason is in Romans 8:17-18,

"And if children, then heirs, heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we
suffer with Him, that we may be also glorified together.

For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared
with the glory which shall be revealed in us."

Unless we suffer with Him we cannot reign with Him. You have to suffer to reign.
The reason for this is that character simply is never made without suffering.
Character is a VICTORY, not a gift. A man without character can't reign because power
apart from character is Satanic. But power with character is fit to rule. And since He
wants us to share even His throne on the same basis that He overcame and is set
down in His Father's throne, then we have to overcome to sit with Him. And the little
temporary suffering we go through now is not worthy to be compared to the
tremendous glory that will be revealed in us when He comes. Oh, what treasures are
laid up for those who are willing to enter into His kingdom through much tribulation.
117-2  "Think it not strange concerning the fiery trials that are to try you."

That is what Peter said. Is it strange that God wants us to develop a Christ-like
character that comes through suffering? No sir. And we all have trials. We are all tried
and chastened as sons. Not one but goes through that. The church that is not suffering,
and is not being tried, hasn't got it--it isn't of God.

Heb. 12:6,

"For whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He
receiveth. But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are
ye bastards, and not sons."

117-3 Now this special condition in Smyrna must be applied to every age. There is no
age free from it. There is no true believer free from it. This is of God. This is the will of
God. It is needful. We need the Lord to teach us the truth that we are to suffer and be
Christ-like in doing it. "Love suffereth long and is kind."

Matthew 5:11-12,

"Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner
of evil against you falsely, for My sake.

Rejoice and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted
they the prophets which were before you."

118-1 The cloudy skies and storms of life are no signs of God's disapproval. Neither
are bright skies and still waters signs of His love and approval. His approval of any of us



is only IN THE BELOVED. His love is elective which He had for us before the foundation
of the world. Does He love us? Ah yes. But how shall we know? We shall know because
He SAID SO, and manifested that He did love us for He brought us to Himself and
gave us of His Spirit, placing us as sons. And how shall | prove my love to Him? By
believing what He said, and by conducting myself with joy amidst the trials that He in
His wisdom allows to come to pass.

118-2 "l know thy poverty (but thou are rich)."

There it is again. See Him walking up and down in the midst of His Church. Like a father
He is looking down upon His family. He is the Head of His household. He is the
provider. He is the protector. Yet He looks on at their poverty. Oh, how the untutored
believer stumbles at this. How can God bear to look upon His own in a time of need
and not just stop it all--just give in and lavish everything material upon them?

118-3 Here is where you have to believe again in the love, and goodness and
wisdom of God. This, too, is needful. Remember He admonished, "Take no thought for
the morrow, what ye shall eat or what ye shall put on. Your Father knoweth the things
ye have need of. He Who clothes the lily and feeds the sparrow shall do much more for
you. These physical things are not the true basic necessities of your life, for a man's life
consisteth not of the things he possesses. But rather seek ye first the kingdom of God
and His righteousness and all material necessities will be added unto you."

The people of God are not material minded. They are Christ-minded. They do not seek
the treasures that are below; they seek those above. It is absolutely true, the majority
of Christians are NOT wealthy. Rather they are on the poor side. It was so in Jesus' day.
It was true in Paul's day and it should be true today. Oh, it is not too true today for the
Laodicean Age is one of vast wealth where often the criterion of spirituality is an
abundance of earthly goods. My, how rich the church is in goods. But how poor in
Spirit. "Blessed be ye poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. The kingdom of God is NOT
meat and drink." It is not material. It is WITHIN us. A rich man is rich in God, not in
worldly things.

119-1  "Oh," cries the Spirit, "I see your poverty. | see your need. You haven't very
much, if anything, to boast of. What you did have has been taken from you. You gladly
gave up your possessions in exchange for eternal ones. You are laughed at. You are
scorned. You don't have material resources to fall back on. But you are rich in spite of it
all. Your security lies in Him Who is your shield and exceeding great reward. Your
kingdom is yet to come. But it will come. And it will be an everlasting one. Yes, | am
mindful of your trials and woes. | know how hard it is to get along. But | will remember
all this when I return to claim you as My own, and then | will reward you."



119-2 Now this is nothing against rich people because God can save a rich man. Some
of God's children are rich. But money can be such a snare, not only to those who have
it but to those who don't have it. Way back there in the first age, James cried out to
those who were putting stock in wealthy people, "Have not the faith of our Lord Jesus
Christ with respect of persons." The poor there were trying to butter up the rich in
order to get help, rather than trusting in God. "Don't do it," says James. "Don't do it.
Money isn't everything. Money isn't the answer." And today it is not the answer either.
We have more wealth than we have ever had and yet less is being accomplished
Spiritually. It is not with money that God works. He moves by His Spirit. And that
moving of the Spirit comes only to a life consecrated to the Word.



