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To understand this subject even more clearly it will now be wise to
approach it from the standpoint of the church through the ages. Up
until now we have been thinking in terms of the removal of the

names of individuals. Now we want to consider, not the individuals,

but the groups represented in the church. To do so we will liken the

church through the ages to the wheat plant. A grain of wheat is

planted to the end that a single grain of wheat will reproduce and

multiply itself through a certain process during a certain period of

time. That single seed will die, but in dying, the life that was in it will

come up into a plant which in turn will be the bearer or carrier of that

life which is to come back to originality in a multiplied form. Jesus the
great Royal Seed died. That matchless One Who is the life of the
church stands in the midst of the church for all seven church ages

giving His life to the church (the carrier or bearer) to the end that His

very life will be reproduced in bodies like unto His in the resurrection.

It is at the resurrection that the Royal Seed will see many royal seeds
like unto Himself, and they will be even as He is, for says John, "we
shall be like Him." This is what John the Baptist was referring to when
He said that Jesus would gather the wheat into the garner. That was
the resurrection where the redeemed who had been elected unto



eternal life came in.
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Now then, the record of this wheat plant whose end is to reproduce
the original seed in multiplied form is THE BOOK OF LIFE. | repeat: the
history or record of this wheat plant is the Book of Life of which a part
of the Book of Life is the RECORD OF ETERNAL LIFE. (A section of the
Book of Life). This is convincingly seen by examining the wheat plant.

A bare seed is sown. Soon a blade is seen. But that is not the wheat

vet. Then it grows into a stalk. This is not yet wheat. Life is there, but

not the wheat. Then at the end of the stalk is a little spike that sends

out a tassel. Still a wheat plant but no wheat yet. Then the plant is

pollenized, and we see the chaff grow. This looks mighty like the

wheat but it is not yet seed. Then forms the wheat in the husk. It is

now back to what it was originally. Now the ripened wheat is

harvested.
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Jesus Christ died. He gave His life. That life was to come back upon the

church and bring many sons like unto Himself unto glory in the

resurrection. But as the wheat seed had to have a carrier to bring

forth multiplied wheat seed, even so there had to be a church which
would be the carrier of the life of Christ. As the blade, stalk, tassel,
and husks were the carriers for the seed but NOT the seed itself, so the




church corporate through the ages has been the carrier of the true
SEED though not the Seed itself. That is why we can say that the Book

of Life is the WHOLE WHEAT plant.
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Let's go over that again. Here is that original seed that was planted. It

produced a blade. That wasn't it. It produced a stalk. Not it either.

Here come husks in which the wheat is to form. That isn't it. The
tassel appears. THEN POLLEN FALLS ON THOSE PISTILS. PART OF THAT

PLANT IS QUICKENED. SOMETHING OF THAT ORIGINAL SEED THAT
CAME UP THROUGH THE REST OF THE PLANT TURNS INTO SEED. Why
didn't the whole plant go into seed? Because it was created to that

end. Just part of that plant can go back to being seed because just
part of that WHEAT PLANT IS ETERNAL LIFE WHEAT.
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You have a perfect type of that in Israel leaving Egypt. They came out

about two million strong. ALL escaped through the sacrificial blood.
ALL were baptized in the Red Sea; ALL came up out of the water
enjoying Holy Spirit manifestation and blessings; ALL ate angel food,;
ALL drank of the rock that followed them. Yet except for a very few
they were naught but carriers for the children who should follow
them and go into Canaan land. All Israel is NOT Israel. And all but a
tiny minority had their names blotted out of the Book of Life



The Warning
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Revelation 3:2,

"Be watchful and strengthen the things which remain that are ready
to die for | have not found thy works perfect before God."

| wish it could be said that the Sardisean Age was a restoration

instead of a reformation. | cannot say that. The Word does not call it a

restoration, but certainly calls it a reformation. Had it been a

restoration, that age would have been another Pentecostal age. But it

was not. The best that could be said of it was, "Strengthen that which
remains, that is ready to die." There was something missing. My, yes,
there certainly was. This age had justification, but it had missed

sanctification and the Baptism with the Holy Ghost. That is what

God's original plan was. That is what they had at Pentecost. They

were justified, they were sanctified, and were filled with the Holy

Ghost. Why, listen to me, the reason for being justified and sanctified
is to the end that you might be baptized with the Holy Ghost.




That is the reason that there is a church. It is the temple of God filled
with God, even the Holy Ghost. The same Spirit that was in Jesus
while He was here on earth, causing Him to do the mighty works

which He did came back upon the church at Pentecost so that they did
the works that He did. This age did not have those works. Oh, they
had the written Word, (but not the revealed Word). This was the
reformation period. But fear not little flock, God said, "I will restore,"

and this reform was going to be the start of it. He was going to

(according to His promise) take the church back from the depth of
Satan in the Dark Ages to the Depth of God that they had at Pentecost
and in the first few years of the existence of the church.
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Now be careful, and get this. It says in this second verse that | read,
“For I have not found thy works perfect before God." Do you know

what the meaning of 'not perfect' really is? It is 'unfulfilled.' This age

was an unfulfilled age. It was just the start of getting back. That is why

| said the Bible called it Reformation--not restoration. It had started

out in the doctrine of justification which meant salvation was all of
God. Oh, how Luther preached the sovereignty of God and election.

He knew it was all of grace. He separated the church from rule by

ecclesiastical hierarchy. He tore down the idols. He cast out the

confessions to the priests. He denounced the pope. It was wonderfully
good, as he started, but God had said 1500 years before, "Luther, you

are going to start things, but your age will see it all unfulfilled, | am

leaving that to later."
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Now this was an unfulfilled age. It was an age of reformation. But that

is how God wanted it. | want to illustrate that to you the way | did to a

very wonderful Lutheran brother who is a president of a very fine

seminary out West. | had been invited to his place to have dinner with

him and to speak to him concerning the Holy Spirit. He was puzzled
about many things and he said to me, "What have we Lutherans got?"

| said, "Well, you have Christ."

He said, "We want the Holy Ghost. Do you think we've got It?"

| said, "Potentially, you are believing unto It."

He said, "What do you mean, potentially? We are hungry for God. We

read a book on Pentecost and the gifts of the Spirit, so some of us

flew out to California to see the author. When we got there he told us
that though he had written the book, he did not have the gifts. Now
when we saw the operation of gifts in your ministry we wanted to talk

to you, for you must know something about them."
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Now this brother's seminary is out in the country and surrounded by
many acres of farm land on which the students can work and thereby
pay their way through college. He also has factories that go along with



the farm to give added employment. So using his fields to illustrate

my case | said, "Once there was a man who went forth on his own

ground to plant a field of corn. He pulled up the stumps, cleared off

the rocks, ploughed and disked it and then planted his corn. Each

morning he looked out across the field; but one morning instead of

barren ground he saw myriads of little blades coming up. He said,

"Praise God for my field of corn." | then asked him, "Did the man have

corn?"

He said, "Well, in one way he did."

| said, "Potentially, yes; and that was you Lutherans in the

reformation, putting forth your blade, see? The corn began to grow.

(After it had rotted in the ground during the Dark Ages). After several

joints there were fine large stalks, and one day a tassel of silk

appeared. That tassel of silk looked down at the blades and said, "You

old formal Lutherans haven't anything. Look at us, we're the breeders,

the great missionaries. Our day is the missionary era." That tassel age

was the Wesleyan Age. They were the greatest missionaries and even

excelled us in our age. What did that age do? It scattered like pollen in

the breeze.

« 259-3 T SARDISEAN.CHURCH.AGE -
CHURCH.AGE.BOOK CPT.7

"Now what is the next step? Logically we think that is the actual

forming and harvesting of the grain--the completed cycle. But not so.

There is another stage. That stage is when the husk or chaff is formed

to cover the seed. And that is exactly what happened in this Spiritual




cycle. At the turn of the twentieth century, in the start of the

Laodicean Age, there was widespread belief that the Holy Ghost was

falling exactly as He did at Pentecost. People were talking in tongues

and claiming to be baptized with the Holy Ghost with the evidence of

speaking in tongues. But | have walked in the grain fields many times,

and there in late summer | have plucked the heads of wheat and

rubbed them in my hand to get some grain, when to my surprise there
WASN'T ANY CORN OF WHEAT IN THAT CHAFF, THOUGH INDEED IT
SURELY LOOKED AS IF WHEAT WERE THERE. This is a perfect picture of
the so-called Pentecostal move.

And that this is a proven fact is found in that these people
ORGANIZED ON A DOCTRINE and bound themselves right back as did
the organization ahead of them, proving that instead of being the real

seed, they were the chaff or protecting cover for the wheat seed

which should come. This chaff stage was the danger period that Jesus

spoke of in Matthew 24:24, "deceiving the very elect if it were
possible.” Oh, man felt that this husk, the so-called Pentecostal Age

was the true seed. But it proved to be just the carrier to carry the life

over into the age in which the true restoration comes and the Wheat

Bride is manifested in the power spoken of by Ezekiel 47:2-5,

"Then brought he me out of the way of the gate northward, and led
me about the way without unto the utter gate by the way that
looketh eastward; and behold, there ran out waters on the right side.

And when the man that had the line in his hand went forth eastward,
he measured a thousand cubits, and he brought me through the
waters; the waters were to the ankles.

Again he measured a thousand, and brought me through the waters;



the waters were to the knees. Again he measured a thousand, and
brought me through; the waters were to the loins.

Afterward he measured a thousand; and it was a river that | could not
pass over: for the waters were risen, waters to swim in, a river that
could not be passed over."
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"And the way that it was done was by God's perfect will and

programming. The Lutherans had the Holy Ghost potentially under

justification; the Methodists had It potentially under sanctification

and today It is brought back, a restoration--the Holy Ghost is here."

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS #4
JEFFERSONVILLE IN 64-0830E 110
CcOD

1164-Q-403 403. When you use the expression that if we
do not believe the Word, we will be eternally separated from
Christ, do you mean the foolish virgin will live eternally, but
they will be separated from the new Jerusalem where Christ
will dwell with the Bride? Here are those who do not have the

Holy Spirit, born again as the Scripture speaks of being born
again. If the natural birth requires water, blood, and spirit,
does not the spiritual birth require all three stages of grace
before the person is truly born again?

Absolutely, | just explained that this morning--the same, on
the same thing. You've got to have all stages. You're




begotten of the Spirit, just like a baby's beqgotten into the
womb of a mother, but not born until they receive the Holy
Ghost. That's right. You're born then; you're not converted.
You're in the procession of being converted until that time.
That's the reason that all these great mysteries could not be
given to Luther, could not be given to Wesley, could not be
given to the age that has just passed by us, the Pentecostal
age. Why? It wasn't time. They were beqgotten. Now, the
Person of Christ, Himself, the Son of man (You understand?)

revealing Himself in human flesh, it could not have come till
now
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« 224 T How did Luther know about these
baptism and--and restoration of the Spirit, when he was back in that
day? The plant hadn't growed like that. Neither did Wesley know it.
And neither does the Pentecostal know what's going on today. Same

thing, grows right away from you. That's right. It has in every age, and

it always will.

225 And | can prove, by the Bible, this is the wheat age.

Remember, after this great revival... There has never been another

organization rise since Pentecost. They can't be. It goes from the

shuck to the wheat, and there is nothing else but the grain. That's the

reason. Fifteen years... Usually, three years, and they got an

organization of any revival. Ask any historian. But there is no

organization after This. They tried to raise up a Latter-day Rain, but

you see what happened to it. It can't. It's wheat now. Yes, sir. There is

no more carriers. It's the real grain. Christ is among His people. Do




vou believe it? [Congregation says, "Amen."--Ed.]
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« 365 L The wheat is here. Thanks be to God,
the wheat is here. Christ is here. He proves His Word, It's the Truth.

The wheat is here, it's maturing now, it's laying in the Presence of the

Son.



